Paragraph-oriented structure for narratives in medical documentation.
The authors present a 6 years experiment using a document- centered electronic patient record, based on a central document repository. The document management system is paragraph oriented and all documents are built automatically before editing using predefined ordered sets of para-graphs. Paragraphs can be preloaded with templates, text or images. Once edited, signed and printed, documents are again decomposed in paragraphs and permanently stored. This system, though the compositional aspect of paragraphs is limited and their semantic content wide, offers numerous advantages. The typology is easy to build and to maintain, it has been implemented widely in our hospitals without need for any natural language processing techniques and is used daily within commercially available text editors. The actual state of the system is discussed, emphasizing the structure of the documents, the various attributes and properties that have been needed in order to meet user's needs.